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Amazing Girls of Arizona 
True Stories of Young Pioneers 

By Jan Cleere 
 

From the Diary of Anne Frank to Little House on the Prairie, young women love to 
read stories about real girls who faced incredible challenges and shared 
indelible truths about the human spirit.  
 
Jan Cleere has compiled a wonderful collection of such stories, for a wide range 
of readers from ten-year-old girls to older readers fascinated by women’s history. 
Meet Laurette Lovell, born in 1869 with a severe leg deformity, who at age 
thirteen started on her path to be a renowned pottery artist and painter. Edith 
Bass, born in 1896, began wrangling mules before the age of nine, leading pack 
strings up and down the dangerous paths into the Grand Canyon. These two 
young women, and nine others, are profiled in this lively read, illustrated with 
historic photographs.  
 
Today’s readers love to read bold adventures. They’ll never forget these stories 
of real girls who conquered the West in their own style, spending most or all of 
their childhood in Arizona. 
  

About the Author 
Jan Cleere has distinguished herself in the field of historical nonfiction by tirelessly 
pursuing long-forgotten manuscripts, tear-stained diaries, and old-timers with a 
story to tell, relentlessly looking for elusive ghosts from the past. She is also the 
author of More than Petticoats: Remarkable Nevada Women and the award-
winning Outlaw Tales of Arizona. Jan lives in Oro Valley, Arizona. 
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